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THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF

SS Anthony & George, Duncton
The Divine Motherhood & St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst

The Sacred Heart, Petworth

Saturday December 23rd (Vigil of Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B)
5.00pm Mass Midhurst Philip & Lorna Cody & family
6.30pm Mass Petworth People of the Parishes

Sunday December 24th      Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B)      
8.00am Mass Duncton Peter Harper’s intentions
9.30am No Mass Midhurst         
11.00am NoMass Petworth 
6.00pm Vigil Mass of Christmas Midhurst Sister Maria Goretti RIP
10.00pm Mass in the Holy Night Petworth  C & M Willock Dawes RIP

Monday December 25th    The Nativity of The Lord
8.00am Mass Duncton     Talli Jones RIP
9.30am Mass Midhurst     Jean & Joe Ryan RIP
11.00am Mass Petworth People of the Parishes

Tuesday December 26th S. Stephen
9.30am Mass Petworth    Phyllis-Anne Dutton-Forshaw RIP

Wednesday December 27th S. John
9.30am  Mass Midhurst Kelly family intentions

Thursday December 28th The Holy Innocents
9.30am Mass Midhurst (convent) Rachel Stuart Douglas RIP
12.30pm Funeral Mass Petworth Eric Hunter RIP    

Friday December 29th           S. Thomas Becket
6.30pm Mass Petworth Peter Harper’s intentions

Saturday December 30th    In the Octave of The Nativity
9.30am Mass  Midhurst                   Joseph & Deirdre Cody & family

Sunday December 31st     The Holy Family (Year B)      
8.00am Mass Duncton Maud Rawlins RIP    
9.30am Mass Midhurst         Sr Joan & the community
11.00am Mass Petworth People of the Parishes

Forthcoming Dates - Midhurst 
Monday January 1st (Mary, Mother of God) Mass at 
Midday followed by Parish Party in the Parish Room

Forthcoming Dates - Petworth  
Sunday January 7th (Epiphany) Parish Party after 
11am Mass

Children’s Liturgy at Midhurst will now be held twice 
a month - on the first and third Sundays.

Eric Hunter RIP Please pray for the repose of the 
sould of Eric Hunter, whose funeral will be on 
Thursday of this week

Monday January 1st will be the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God - the Feast of Title of our Church at 
Midhurst. There will be Mass in the Church that day 
at Midday, followed by a party in the Hall - everyone 

is welcome.

Sunday January 7th is the Solemnity of the Epiphany - 
and the day of the annual parish party after the 11am 
Mass in Petworth - another party at which all are 
welcome.

Fr Peter & Cathy would like to thank you all for your 
kindness throughout this year, and in the run up to 
Christmas. We, and our family, would like to wish 
you, and your families great Joy and many Blessings 
through your celebration of this Feast, and let us all 
hope for great things and many graces in 2018.

May Christ, the Morning Star, rise and shed his 
glorious light on us all

Parish AGM - Advance Notice Next year there will be 
just one AGM for the two parishes, as we are working 

Parish Priest
Fr Peter Newsam

The Presbytery, 
Angel Street, Petworth, 
West Sussex GU28 0BG
01798 342169

Email
pp.petworth@yahoo.co.uk         
cathchurchmidhurst@gmail.com

Website
petworthcatholic.org
or
midhurstcatholic.org

Confessions
Petworth – Fridays 6.00pm
Midhurst – Saturdays 10.00am

Mass Book Page Numbers:

Fourth Sunday of Advent p 90
Christmas Vigil p 94
Christmas Night p 97
Christmas Dawn p 100
Christmas Day p 102

December 24th 2017                                                 Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B) 
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towards a new structure that allows the two parishes 
to work together more closely. This occasion will be a 
good opportunity not just to review the past year, but 
also to look to the future and to explain some of the 
ways in which we hope to move forward as the 
Catholic Church in this area. So, as soon as you get 
your new diary, please write into it -
the date: Saturday April 28th 
the time: Mass at 6pm, followed by the meeting 
the place: South Downs Centre in Midhurst

What is your New Year resolution? 
Why not help to make a difference in the fight against 
poverty and injustice by volunteering for CAFOD? 
CAFOD, The Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development, are currently looking for enthusiastic 
volunteers to help them in their work. They are many 
ways to get involved such as in local schools, the parish 
or with fundraising, campaigning and more.
If you would like more information or feel that you 
could help CAFOD then please contact Martin on 
01483 898866 or email 
arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

St Philip Howard Catholic School is looking to recruit 
a full-time Teaching Assistant to work with our 
wonderful students. Visit our website: sphcs.co.uk for 
all the information.  Closing date for applications is 
9am on 9 January 2018.

Bishop Richard writes on Catholic schools Do you 
support Catholic schools and the right of Catholics to 
send their children to them? Then we need to make 
our voice heard. The Government is making a critical 
decision on whether to overturn the admissions cap 
which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all 
Catholic pupils to attend. They have acknowledged 
that this policy discriminates against Catholics and 
promised to abandon it, now we need you to tell them 
not to U-turn on their promise to Catholics. Visit 
http://catholocnews.org.uk/education-cap or search 
‘Catholic Education’ in your search engine and urge 
them to drop their policy which bans new Catholic 
schools. 

Advent Appeal 2017
This year’s appeal will be more local than in previous 
years. Bishop Richard wants to establish a crisis fund 
for familieas within our Diocese who are in desperate 

need. School heads and Parish Priests will be able to 
refer people to the fund for urgent help, and the fund 
will be administered by the Catholic Children’s 
Society. All the money we raise will be spent within 
our Diocese. Please take one of the leaflets from the 
back of the Church that explains how to give to the 
Advent Appeal. Please be generous with your gift to 
the poor this Christmas. 

Last Sunday's Collections
  Midhurst        Petworth & Duncton

GA Envelopes  180   232 
Loose cash  111       191
Ave standing orders  230   650
This week's total  521  1073
Weekly budget  500 1050
Deficit/surplus         +  21          +    23

Thank you for your generosity

Newsletter Items for the newsletter should reach Fr 
Peter by 9am on Thursday, preferably by email

Thomas Merton on The Annunciation
When the angel spoke, God awoke in the heart of 

this girl of Nazareth and moved within her like a giant. 
He stirred and opened His eyes and her soul and she saw 
that, in containing Him, she contained the world besides.

The Annunciation was not so much a vision as an 
earthquake in which God moved the universe and 
unsettled the spheres, and the beginning and the end of all 
things came before her in her deepest heart.

And far beneath the movement of this silent 
cataclysm Mary slept in the infinite tranquility of God, 
and God was a child curled up who slept in her and her 
veins were flooded with His wisdom which is night, which 
is starlight, which is silence.

And her whole being was embraced in Him whom 
she embraced and they became tremendous silence.
From ‘The Ascent to Truth’

This Week 
Thursday December 28th

NB changes to Mass times this day

Welcome to anyone who may be visiting our church, or if you have recently arrived in the area. 
We hope that you will enjoy being with us for our worship.  If you are a taxpayer and are 

putting money in the collection (for which we are always grateful) you might like to use one 
of the yellow envelopes labelled 'Gift Aid Declaration'. These enable us to reclaim the tax paid 

on the gift, at no cost to you.

Coffee is served in the Parish Room every Sunday after the 9.30am Mass at Midhurst - please come and join us.


