
An Appeal to Help the Greek Catholic  

Parish of Breb, Romania

‘You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church’  

Matthew 16.18

Introduction

In 2017 Fr Peter and Cathy visited Breb, in northern Romania, for the first time, as a part of a 
holiday. While they were there they met the Greek Catholic priest and his wife. They were very 
welcoming, and as well as inviting their English visitors to join them for their Sunday liturgy, they 
also kindly shared their Sunday lunch, and told the story of their parish community and their need 
to build a church to worship in. In 2018 Fr Peter and Cathy returned to Breb, and found that the 
parish had now bought a site, in the middle of the village, for their new church. They have drawings 
of the church they hope to build, and there is a pile of wood in the priest’s garden to be used in 
building it. What they need now is some help raising funds to bring their drawings, and their pile  
of wood, to life.

Fr Peter and Cathy write: ‘Breb is a remarkable village deep in the countryside in northern Romania. 
While some of the people there have travelled abroad for work, there are many who still live a very 
traditional and simple life, earning a living from the land. It would be very easy to romanticize this 
life, with its horses and carts and hay-making by scythe, but it is a hard and demanding life, and the 
people who live it are not wealthy. After each visit we come away struck by a sense that there is, in 
spite of the hard work and the discomfort, something very human and real here that seems missing 
in a consumerised world. We feel that the people of this village have given us a great gift, and we 
wanted to help them to build a church for the faithful little Catholic community that lives there.’

How can we help?

We would like to raise some money this Advent and Christmas to help the Greek Catholic Parish 
in Breb. This would be transferred to them through the Diocese, to make sure that the money 
reaches their parish safely. If you would like to help, please put some money in an envelope 
marked ‘Advent Appeal’ and give it to Fr Peter, leave it at the Presbytery, or put it into the  
collection bag at Mass. If you want to write a cheque, please make it out to ‘Sacred Heart  
Church, Petworth’ or ‘The Divine Motherhood, Midhurst’.
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Wooden shingles for the roofs made in Breb



The catholic school being used as a temporary church

Old church in Breb

Where is Breb?

Breb is a small village in Maramures, a county in the north of Romania. The village is about 20 
miles from the border with Ukraine. There are about 1,500 people living there. The people who  
live there mainly make their living from farming. Some of you may have read about the village in  
William Blacker’s book ‘Along the Enchanted Way’. The village is in the Diocese of Maramures, 
which has its Cathedral in the nearby town of Baia Mare.

 

Who are the Romanian Greek Catholics? 

‘Greek Catholics’ is a term that refers to people who are in full communion with Rome, but use 
Eastern liturgical rites and have some elements of liturgy and discipline that may be different from 
Latin (Western) Catholics. It is quite complicated to explain. There are different Greek Catholic 
churches in different countries, and they are all slightly different. Romanian Greek Catholics use  
a liturgy for Mass which is different from our western rite, but similar to the rite used by the Ortho-
dox. They celebrate the liturgy in Romanian. Married men can be ordained as priests in the Roma-
nian Greek Catholic Church, but not as bishops. The current Metropolitan of the Romanian Greek 
Catholic Church is a cardinal, Cardinal Muresan. Pope St John Paul II often said that the Church 
must breathe with two lungs – the Western tradition and the Eastern one – and the Romanian 
Greek Catholic Church is a part of that vital second lung.

The Greek Catholics of Romania have endured hard times. When the communists came to power  
in 1948 they decided to abolish the Greek Catholic Church, and force all its member to become 
Orthodox. All its property was taken away from it, and all its bishops were arrested. Over the 
next forty years many bishops and priests were imprisoned, and a number died in prison. In 1940 
there were about 1.5 million Greek Catholics in Romania. The number now is disputed, but it may 
be 750,000 at the most – the 2002 census in Romania showed only 200,000 living in the country. 
Amongst the church’s martyrs is Blessed Vladimir Ghika, who died in 1954. Since the fall of com-
munism the Greek Catholic Church has been able, once again, to worship in public. The decree that 
had dissolved it was abrogated in 1990, and in the same year Pope John Paul re-established  
its hierarchy and appointed new bishops.

Why do they need our help? 

The village is a small one, and the Greek Catholic community is in a minority. Until fairly recently 
they were worshipping in an old wooden church in the village, but relations with the Orthodox 
Church are not always easy and the Greek Catholic congregation has had to move out of the building. 
At the moment they celebrate their liturgy in the hall of a school. The people are not wealthy, and 
there are not a large number of them. They want to build a new church in the village, but cannot 
afford to do this on their own. They have bought a site to build on, but at the moment they cannot 
afford to build the church. They need to raise about £60,000. Of course, we cannot raise all this 
money for them, but we would like to do what we can to help.

Returning from work in the fields




