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‘The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of men’. Travelling together 
through Galilee Jesus foresees his future; the die is cast now, there is no other way. 
The Son of Man, he who is the very highest and most perfect expression of what it is 
to be human, the clearest revelation of the best of human living, will be destroyed by 
men. In a strange way the killing of Christ is a sort of suicide: men destroy the key 
that would unlock for them the best and truest way of becoming themselves. 
 
In one sense, perhaps, this is not so very surprising. Jesus presents to the people of 
his day a vision of extraordinary beauty, a vision of life lived to the full, a life of 
total freedom, a life that is like no other. It is a vision that demands some sort of 
response. It is a life so different from the lives of other people that there must be 
some sort of response: it cannot simply be ignored. Some people see this vision of 
the fullest of life, and they are enraptured by it. They fall in love with this vision, 
and it awakens in them a deep thirst, the thirst to have something similar. Having 
fallen in love with this vision of life to the full, they begin to follow the Lord so that 
they can gradually learn to live the same sort of life. They become his disciples, and 
they are the ones who follow him now through Galilee. 
 
Others have responded differently to this vision of life lived to the full. They have 
found it all too much of a challenge, and they have tried to hide it away. The build 
walls around the Lord to try and hide him; they ridicule him and try to make him 
look absurd for aiming so high; they try to trick him and to trap him so that they can 
draw the power out of this extraordinary life, but time and again the walls crumble. 
He has shown them a vision of the sort of people that they might become, and they 
cannot cope with it. It requires too much of a change, too much loss of what has 
become familiar, and it is more than they are prepared to offer. All their attempts to 
silence and to hide and to conceal this vision of what they might become, of life 
lived to the full, have failed. They are not prepared to embrace this vision; they have 
not managed to sideline and conceal it; so now only one possibility remains. They 
must destroy it. Jesus has seen this in their eyes. He knows that they cannot allow 
him to go on offering to people this radically different way of living for much 
longer, and so he knows they will have to destroy him. Or, at least, that is what they 
will try to do, and so he tells his disciples what to expect. They do not understand, 
because they are so caught up in the wonder of the new life Christ offers that they 
just can’t begin to see how anyone could want to destroy it. It is going to build up to 
be quite a shock for them. 
 
We should not be surprised if something similar happens today, and in every 
generation from that day to this and beyond. The Church exists to present Christ to 
the world. The Church does not exist for its own sake, it does not exist simply to 
carry on being what it has always been, a familiar institution that everybody knows, 
or thinks they know. This realization is important for us in these present difficult 
days. It is not our role to defend or protect the structures of the Church, but to 
present to the world the person of Jesus Christ. It suits the Devil very well for the 
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Church to set about protecting itself, because then it becomes itself a wall that 
surrounds the person of Christ and hides him from common sight. As our Bishop 
leads us into a new phase in the life of our Diocese with the new Pastoral Plan, we 
face a similar danger. There is always the risk that we think the Church’s role is to 
go on being as much as possible like she has always been in the past, and so we 
cling to old ways that once worked well but have now become an obstacle. It is not 
the Church’s role to go on doing things the same way as before, but to present to the 
world of today as powerfully as possible the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
Of course, if we set about this task of presenting Christ to the world, we can expect 
the results to be much the same as when he presented himself to the world. There are 
those who will recognize and fall in love with the beauty of human life lived to the 
full, and they will fall in step with us behind the Master. There will be others who 
will find this vision of perfect humanity just too challenging. It does require us to 
cast aside our complacency and familiarity and take a risk, the risk of discipleship. 
For some people this will be too much and they will try and hide themselves away 
so that they no longer have to look on this vision, or they will try and ridicule the 
whole idea. Others will go even further and will try and silence us so that the voice 
of God calling us to something richer and higher is no longer heard. It should not 
worry us that some people see the Church as a threat, even as a threat to be opposed 
or silenced. It should worry us much more that some people see the Church as 
irrelevant – because that means we are failing to present Christ to the world: he is 
bewitchingly beautiful, he is challenging, he is a threat to those who prioritise power 
or pleasure, but he is never irrelevant. 
 
The Church exists to present Christ to the world, to show people the beauty of a life 
lived to the full and to call people out of slavery into freedom. Coming back from a 
holiday in a remote place where life is fairly simple, I have been struck by just how 
noisy and distracting modern life is. There is so much noise, so many sights and 
sounds, so much information, all demanding our attention, and all of this is a 
distraction from reality. It all acts to stop us turning our minds to Christ, to the 
enchanting beauty of life lived to the full. We all of us need to re-connect with this, 
and to rediscover the heart of the life of the Church: to present to us, and to the 
world, a vision of what sort of people we might become by presenting to us the 
person of Christ. It is right that the secular world comments on the failures of the 
Church and of its leaders, even that it holds them to account: but we mustn’t let the 
world outside tell us what the Church is, or ought to be, because they will come up 
with something tame and unchallenging. Let me remind you once again: The Church 
exists to present Christ to the world, to show people the beauty of a life lived to the 
full and to call people out of slavery into freedom. 


