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THE CATHOLIC CHURCHES OF

SS Anthony & George, Duncton
The Divine Motherhood & St Francis of Assisi, Midhurst

The Sacred Heart, Petworth

Sunday December 31st      The Holy Family (Year B)      
8.00am Mass Duncton Maud Rawlins RIP    
9.30am Mass Midhurst         Sr Joan & the community
11.00am Mass Petworth People of the Parishes

Monday January 1st    Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
12.00Noon Mass Midhurst Special Intention

Tuesday January 2nd SS. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen
9.30am Mass Petworth    Geoffrey Butcher RIP

Wednesday January 3rd The Most Holy Name of Jesus
9.30am  Mass Midhurst Hayes family intentions

Thursday January 4th Weekday of the Christmas Season
9.30am Mass Petworth
12.00Noon Mass Midhurst (convent) Sister Anastasia’s intentions

Friday January 5th           Weekday of the Christmas Season
6.30pm Mass Petworth Peter Harper’s intentions

Saturday January 6th    Weekday of the Christmas Season
9.30am Mass  Midhurst                   Fr Christy O’Dwyer’s intentions

Sunday January 7th     The Epiphany of The Lord (Year B)      
8.00am Mass Duncton Maud Rawlins RIP    
9.30am Mass Midhurst         Sr Joan & the community
11.00am Mass Petworth People of the Parishes

Forthcoming Dates - Midhurst 
Monday January 1st (Mary, Mother of God) Mass at 
Midday followed by Parish Party in the Parish Room

Forthcoming Dates - Petworth  
Sunday January 7th (Epiphany) Parish Party after 
11am Mass

Children’s Liturgy at Midhurst will now be held twice 
a month - on the first and third Sundays.

Monday January 1st will be the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God - the Feast of Title of our Church at 
Midhurst. There will be Mass in the Church that day 
at Midday, followed by a party in the Hall - everyone 
is welcome.

Sunday January 7th is the Solemnity of the Epiphany - 
and the day of the annual parish party after the 11am 
Mass in Petworth - another party at which all are 
welcome.

Fr Peter & Cathy would like to thank you all for your 
kind cards, gifts, and generous offering this 
Christmas. It is a great privilege for us to work here in 

these two wonderful parishes. May the Lord pour out 
his blessings on us all in 2018

Parish AGM - Advance Notice Next year there will be 
just one AGM for the two parishes, as we are working 
towards a new structure that allows the two parishes 
to work together more closely. This occasion will be a 
good opportunity not just to review the past year, but 
also to look to the future and to explain some of the 
ways in which we hope to move forward as the 
Catholic Church in this area. So, as soon as you get 
your new diary, please write into it -
the date: Saturday April 28th 
the time: Mass at 6pm, followed by the meeting 
the place: South Downs Centre in Midhurst

What is your New Year resolution? 
Why not help to make a difference in the fight against 
poverty and injustice by volunteering for CAFOD? 
CAFOD, The Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development, are currently looking for enthusiastic 
volunteers to help them in their work. They are many 
ways to get involved such as in local schools, the parish 
or with fundraising, campaigning and more.
If you would like more information or feel that you 

Parish Priest
Fr Peter Newsam

The Presbytery, 
Angel Street, Petworth, 
West Sussex GU28 0BG
01798 342169

Email
pp.petworth@yahoo.co.uk         
cathchurchmidhurst@gmail.com

Website
petworthcatholic.org
or
midhurstcatholic.org

Confessions
Petworth – Fridays 6.00pm
Midhurst – Saturdays 10.00am

Mass Book Page Numbers:
The Holy Family p 105
Mary, Mother of God p 110

December 31st 2017                              The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (Year B) 
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could help CAFOD then please contact Martin on 
01483 898866 or email 
arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

St Philip Howard Catholic School is looking to recruit 
a full-time Teaching Assistant to work with our 
wonderful students. Visit our website: sphcs.co.uk for 
all the information.  Closing date for applications is 
9am on 9 January 2018.

Mass for Deaf and Hard of Hearing The next 
monthly Mass will be held on Saturday January 6th at 
1pm with Bishop Richard in St John the Evangelist, 
Springfield Road, Horsham, RH12 2PJ. Diocesan 
Coordinators and Communicators for Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing People: Mr Peter Booker and Mrs Maria 
Booker, c/o DABCEC, 4 Southgate Drive, Crawley, 
West Sussex RH10 6RP. 
Email: mag.booker@gmail.com . Mobile: 07970428601 
(sms [text] only) Tel: Mr Jim Mortell on 01273 552159.

Annual Justice & Peace Assembly Hope overcoming 
Fear: The Church in the Modern World: On Saturday 
27 January 2018 at DABCEC 10am – 4pm with Jack 
Valero of Catholic Voices and Dr Anthony Towey of 
St Mary's University. Themes to explore will include a 
Christian response to rising nationalism, the media 
including social media, how we inform ourselves and 
messages of hope. To book please contact Ruth Gerun 
e: ruth.gerun@dabnet.org t: 01293 651164 or 
visit www.dabnet.org/courses

Retreat at St Cuthman’s, Coolham 'Listening with the 
Ear of the Heart' Retreat led by Bishop Richard 
Moth. 2:00pm on Monday 30th April 2018 to 2:00pm 
on Tuesday 1st May 2018. The retreat will focus on 
teaching and practical experience of Lectio Divina.

Bishop Richard invites families to join him on a 
pilgrimage to Dublin for the World Meeting of 
families 22nd – 26th August 2018. This event 
includes; a three day congress exploring themes from 
Amoris Laetitia. Wonderful international speakers 
will lead sessions for adults and there are age 
appropriate activities for children and young people. 
This is followed by a concert style “Festival of 
Families” on the Saturday and the event concludes 
with Sunday Mass concelebrated by Pope Francis. 
For further details please see flyers in the porch or 

contact  wmof2018@dabnet.org

Advent Appeal 2017
This year’s appeal will close today - so it is not too late 
to make a donation if you would like to do so! Thank 
you to everyone who has supported it so far.

Annual Pastoral Statistics  Every year we have to send a 
return of the parishes’ statistics to the Diocese. Here they 
are for 2017 (2016 in brackets)

Midhurst Petworth & Duncton
Baptisms        1(1)   9(13)
First Communions     6(5)   3(-)
Weddings        3(-) 12(9)
Deaths        8(3) 12(6)

Newsletter Items for the newsletter should reach Fr 
Peter by 9am on Thursday, preferably by email

‘How important it is for our families to journey together 
towards a single goal!  We know that we have a road to 
travel together; a road along which we encounter 
difficulties but also enjoy moments of joy and consolation.  
And on this pilgrimage of life we also share in moments of 
prayer.  What can be more beautiful than for a father and 
mother to bless their children at the beginning and end of 
each day, to trace on their forehead the sign of the cross, as 
they did on the day of their baptism?  Is this not the 
simplest prayer which parents can offer for their children?  
To bless them, that is, to entrust them to the Lord, just like 
Elkanah and Anna, Joseph and Mary, so that he can be 
their protection and support throughout the day.  In the 
same way, it is important for families to join in a brief 
prayer before meals, in order to thank the Lord for these 
gifts and to learn how to share what we have received 
with those in greater need.   These are all little gestures, 
yet they point to the great formative role played by the 
family in the pilgrimage of everyday life.’

Pope Francis

This Week 
Monday January 1st

Midday Mass for Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God at Midhurst followed by parish party

Sunday January 7th
Petworth Parish Party after 11am Mass

Welcome to anyone who may be visiting our church, or if you have recently arrived in the area. 
We hope that you will enjoy being with us for our worship.  If you are a taxpayer and are 

putting money in the collection (for which we are always grateful) you might like to use one 
of the yellow envelopes labelled 'Gift Aid Declaration'. These enable us to reclaim the tax paid 

on the gift, at no cost to you.

Coffee is served in the Parish Room every Sunday after the 9.30am Mass at Midhurst - please come and join us.


